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contributed to this outcome. For this reason Maximinus does not
figure in the list of persecutors given by Lactantius, though he
does appear in the tradition of Eusebius and probably also in the
Apocalypse of the so-called Testament of our Lord1) where he is
described, in traits which we also find in Herodian, as an emperor
from a foreign people, a murderer of men and a grasper after gold.
Ancient critics constantly harp on the avarice of Maximinus.
He is said to have confiscated even the public moneys of the
municipalities, endowments of all kinds, votive-offerings from the
temples and the ornaments of public places in so far as these last
were made of mintable metals. It is possible that this generaliza-
tion is exaggerated and that the critics wilfully overlooked the fact
that the defence of the empire required a large part of the means
thus provided; nevertheless the statement is a faithful echo of the
feeling of those who in all this wished to see only a means to the
end of enriching the soldiers at the expense of all the other subjects
of the empire. Whether the soldiers really became dissatisfied with
these proceedings, as Herodian asserts2, under the influence of
reproaches which are said to have been made to them by their
relatives and friends, it is difficult to decide. But at least the action
of the Emperor cannot be explained as the result of the hatred of
the townsfolk felt by a peasant soldier, since in the last resort the
peasants certainly suffered no less than others under the harsh
pressure of the taxes. We may, however, conclude from the
analogy of other experience that the severe screwing up of taxation
not only made the propertied classes nervous but very seriously
damaged the public spirit that had expressed itself in voluntary
services, the more as the State exchequer now and later became
increasingly like the sieve of the Danaids. It was therefore this
unconscionable financial policy, the result of the pressure of
circumstances, which gave the signal for a new rising.
The imperial procurator in Africa, under the compulsion of the
government, proceeded in the collection of taxes without mercy
or regard for justice. This drove a number of rich young nobles,
who saw their inherited possessions thus endangered, into armed
resistance. They mobilized their tenants and servants, and killed
the procurator in Thysdrus (the modern El Djem). This done,
the only means of securing themselves was to proclaim a rival
emperor. The proconsul M. Antonius Gordianus Sempronianus
1  K* J- Neumann, Hippolytus von Rom, p. 1385 but cf. E. Fascher, P.W.
s.v. Testamentum dom. nost. col. IOIQ
2  VH, 3, 6.                                   V'